'IRAQ
The possible alternative of complete withdrawal by Great
Britain was complicated by the undoubted fact that the Turks
would immediately return, against which she had long set her
face as being inconsistent with her own interests. The British
Government, however, from the first, had refused to make any
reassuring announcements with the result that uncertainty,
even fear of the future existed among many of the inhabitants,
particularly in regard to the future of Mosul. *
The creation of an independent Arab State following a
British withdrawal was a distinct possibility if the Anglo-
French Declaration were to be taken literally, of which the
establishment of the Arab regime in Damascus gave some
hope. This line of action the Arab Nationalists were to demand
and the British Press- was to urge in the coming months, but
apparently it was never seriously considered by H.M. Govern-
ment. Nor did it meet the approval of those in 'Iraq who were
bringing order where confusion had reigned before, those who
were engaged in creating a complicated administrative
machine, those who genuinely feared for the prospects of an
Arab State in the presence of both internal and external
dangers, and all those who saw in even partial withdrawal a
complete disregard of Imperial interests.
Under the circumstances it is not surprising that the dis-
patches of the next few months should give the impression that
BLM. Government would welcome any inspiration which would
point a way out of the maze in which they found themselves.
Nor is it surprising that the inability to frame a straightforward
policy in the presence of so many conflicting issues and then
1A number of the inhabitants, especially ex-Turkish officers, regarded the
return of the Turks with favour. The Acting Civil Commissioner drew attention
to the influence of this class of inhabitants in Telegram No. 10025, Political,
Baghdad, to S/S for India, November igth, 1918.
z It is one of the curious phenomena of lie day that the British Press, m keep-
ing with its hysterical misinterpretation of the post-Armistice European situation,
should vehemently demand the evacuation of the Middle East areas in which,
during pre-war days, it had insisted in no uncertain tones that Great Britain
should maintain, at all costs, her vital interests.
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